PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release:

ROCKFORD MASS TRANSIT NAMES EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR

The Rockford Mass Transit District is pleased to announce that the following individuals have been named Employees of the Year for their respective Departments.

OPERATOR OF THE YEAR

1st Place – Gary Back
2nd Place – Ali Asanoski
3rd Place – Bernard Barnes
PARATRANSIT OPERATOR OF THE YEAR

1st Place – Carol Nesemeyer
2nd Place – Mike Collins
3rd Place  - Larry Peugh
MECHANIC OF THE YEAR

1st Place – Pat Brown
2nd Place – Matt Shoemaker
3rd Place – Bill Megan
The RMTD management team has selected these employees based on their safety record, attendance record and overall job performance for calendar year 2009.  These employees will be recognized for their accomplishments at an Employee Appreciation Day Luncheon on Friday, May 21, 2010.  Each employee will receive a personalized gift and a saving bond in appreciation for their efforts.  The luncheon and awards ceremony wraps up National Transportation Week which begins Sunday, May 16, 2010 and will continue thru Saturday, May 22, 2010.  Mayor Larry Morrissey will be presenting the 1st Place Employees of the Year with the Transportation Week Proclamation at the May 17, 2010 City Council meeting.
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The Rockford Mass Transit District has been recognizing Employees of the Year since 1989 as part of the Transportation Week celebration.  In addition to honoring the First, Second and Third Place Employees of the Year from each of the 3 departments, the District will also be honoring the 12 employees who have achieved perfect attendance during calendar year 2010.  
Rockford Mass Transit provides over 1.7million rides each year.  The District offers 18 hours of service Monday thru Fridays, 13 hours of service on Saturdays, and 8 hours on Sundays on both the Fixed Route and Paratransit service.  The District has 40 Fixed Route buses and 25 Paratransit buses in its fleet.  For more information contact:

CONTACT: First - Richard W. McVinnie, Executive Director (815) 961-2230

                    Second - Lisa J. Brown, Marketing/PR Specialist (815) 961-2226
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